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School Improvement Council (SIC) 
In South Carolina a SIC is an advisory council to the principal and school on issues related to school improvement. By law, every 
K—12 public school in South Carolina must have an SIC that is made of parent, teacher, student (grades 9—12), and community 
member representatives. The principal is an ex-officio member of every SIC. An SIC may create additional ex-officio positions such as 
the school’s Teacher of the Year, PTO President, past SIC Chair, or a representative of the school’s Title I Advisory Committee. SSE is 
not a Title I school. Title I, Part A of the Elementary Education Act, as amended (ESEA) provides financial assistance to local 
educational agencies and schools with high numbers or high percentages of children from low-income families to help ensure that all 
children meet challenging state academic standards. 

SSE’s SIC is comprised of the following members for the 2019-2020 school year: 
 

ELECTED APPOINTED EX OFFICIANO 
Ken Broz (parent) Kimberly Dennis (community) Robert Homer (principal) 
Dave Joliff (parent) Joe Sandefur (community) Kacey Laps (asst. principal) 
Matt Novielli (teacher)   
Melanie Smith (teacher)   

 
Measure of Academic Progress (MAP) Assessment 

By the time you receive this newsletter, your child or children have already completed the MAP assessment. The Northwest 

Evaluation Association (NWEA) MAP Test creates a personalized assessment experience by adapting to each student’s learning 

level—precisely measuring progress and growth for each individual student. If your child correctly answers a question, the computer 

assessment provides a harder question next. If they miss that same question, then an easier question is asked. This provides 

essential information about what your child knows and is ready to learn. 

 

The NWEA MAP is published by the (NWEA) and is given via computer to our students at SSE in grades 2-4. Its structure is 

cross-grade, which provides measurement of students who perform on, above, and below grade level. It is multiple choice and 

provides questions that are depth of knowledge, so that you can see if your child performs at level 1, 2 or 3 of difficulty. The test is 

untimed, but students generally spend about 60 minutes per subject area. At SSE, students are administered the reading and 

mathematics subject area assessments. Feedback results are available in 24 hours. The MAP is not a high-stakes test, but is given to 

students in Horry County Schools twice per year, in the fall and spring during the school year to measure a student’s academic 

achievement and calculate academic growth. The MAP gives teachers a way to focus and plan for how they use time for either 

intervening with students or providing enrichment (if your child qualifies) to challenge higher-level students. 

 

The MAP assessments reveal precisely which academic skills and concepts your child has acquired and what he/she is ready to learn. 

MAP assessments are grade independent and adapt to each student’s instructional level, so that you can track your child’s 

achievement and notice trends to help with setting objectives. Every item on a MAP assessment is anchored to a vertically aligned 

equal interval scale, called the RIT scale for Rasch UnIT—a stable measurement, like inches on a ruler, that covers all grades. Because 

the measurement is reliable and accurate, RIT scores serve as an essential data point in a student’s learning plan; we can see their 

precise learning level and respond accordingly. 

 

MAP scores for this fall’s administration for students in grades 2-4  will be shared with you with first quarter report cards. In 

addition, your child’s teacher will discuss the results at parent/teacher conferences. Should you require any additional information, 

you may contact by email at rhomer@horrycountyschools.net or by telephone at (843) 650-3490. 

 

 

mailto:rhomer@horrycountyschools.net


How the Brain Works for Parents and Teachers 

On October 22, 2019 I was reading the Washington Post and I came across an outstanding article written by Deborah Kris. She is an 

education journalist and she often takes research about learning and the brain and translates it into usable chunks of information for 

parents and teachers. In this article, she took the challenge to teach an 8-year old about how the brain learns. Listed below, I will 

share her insights. As well, during my public address system announcements each morning, I will share one insight per day with 

teachers, staff, and students. The 20 insights are as follows. I hope you find them interesting and helpful. 

 

The brain never stops growing. Brains are amazing. They are constantly growing and changing shape. Everything we do affects our 

brain. And it goes beyond schoolwork. Anything that is good for a child’s body is also good for their brain. When children play 

outside, eat healthy food, read a book, move their body, enjoy time with their friends, observe their surroundings, get a good night’s 

sleep, play a game or figure out a puzzle, they are feeding their brain. 

 

Learning is all about brain chains. When you learn something new, you build a neural pathway — or what learning expert Barbara 

Oakley calls “brain chains.” The more you practice a skill, the thicker the chain gets, until the task (such as solving a certain kind of 

math problem) becomes automatic. For example, when you first sit down to learn a song on the piano, it’s slow going. You focus on 

every note. But after a while, you can sit down and play the piece smoothly and accurately because you have a brain chain for that 

song. Every new skill is hardest at the beginning — and that’s when a child will be tempted to give up and say “I can’t do it!” 

Encourage them to change that to, “I can’t do it … yet.” 

 

You can train your brain to focus. Learning how to pay attention is one of the best habits you can build. So practice tuning out 

distractions while focusing on one task at a time. Adults are not always the best example of this — we like to think we can multitask 

and, say, text while we talk to you. But multitasking is a myth. Perhaps the best strategy for “focus training” is really simple: The 

Pomodoro Technique. Have your child set a timer for 25 minutes and choose one activity that they will focus on for that time: 

reading a book, drawing a picture, building a structure, practicing piano, or working on math homework. When the timer goes off, 

give them a break. If 25 minutes is too much, start with 15 or 20 and build up. 

 

Multitasking is making parents lose it with their kids. Here's how to break the cycle. 

 

It’s okay to daydream. Daydreaming builds creativity, so let your mind wander sometimes. Have you ever had an awesome insight 

or exciting idea while you were taking a shower, taking a walk or staring out a car window? These “aha” moments don’t always 

happen while you are focusing. Also, mental down time helps your brain rest and make sense of what you’ve learned that day. 

 

Maps, blocks and puzzles will help you learn math and science. Spatial reasoning is a fancy phrase for your brain’s ability to picture 

objects and move them around in your mind — like remembering where all the furniture is in a room or picturing each side of a 

block. Those spatial skills will also help you with math and science as you get older. Building these skills can be fun. Have your child 

draw a map of your house, build an object with blocks, put together a puzzle or solve a maze. 

 

Apply the picture book rule. There’s a reason everyone loves picture books. They combine two things that are easy for our brains to 

remember: pictures and stories. Most people have a hard time memorizing a list of facts. So instead of just taking notes with words, 

have your child try doodling or taking “picture notes.” Or ask them to tell you (or a stuffed animal) the story of how a seed grows 

into a tree, or try to turn what they are learning into a song with hand motions. 

 

Exercise pumps up the brain. We all know that exercise is good for the heart, but neuroscientist Wendy Suzuki has called exercise 

the most “transformational thing you can do for your brain.” When kids play at recess or ride their bike after school, they are giving 

their brains a “bath” of healthy chemicals. One burst of exercise can help them focus for up to two hours afterward, so before they 

dive into their work, have them go play. 

 

Sleep is your mind’s best friend. There’s a reason you have an early bedtime. As psychologist Lisa Damour once told me, “Sleep is 

the glue that holds human beings together.” We are all more cranky without enough sleep, but people also learn while they sleep. 

When you dream, your brain lights up with activity as it reviews what you experienced that day. It also plays back what you learned 

— like a video — and links it to what you already know. This makes those brain chains stronger. 

 



Big emotions are totally normal. When kids feel scared, angry or stressed out, it just means that they are normal, growing human 

beings. Their brains try to keep them safe. So if their brain senses danger — and sometimes homework or a conflict with a friend can 

feel like danger — kids might freeze or want to run away or fight. Sometimes these emotions can get overwhelming, like a shaken-up 

glitter jar, and then it’s hard for a child to figure out what to do. When a glitter storm hits, have them use one of their tools to settle 

things down: deep breaths (in through the nose, out through the mouth), time in nature, moving their body, listening to a favorite 

song, getting a snack, or talking it through with someone they trust. Remind them that no emotion lasts forever. 

 

How you talk to yourself matters. Sometimes we are kinder to our friends than we are to ourselves. You would never say, “You are 

so stupid” or “You will never be good at this” to a friend, but sometimes those thoughts run through our heads. Teach kids to 

practice self-compassion by using phrases such as: I am still learning; Everyone makes mistakes sometimes; Some days are like this; 

What’s one step I can take to solve this?; Who can I ask for help?; This is tough, but so am I; I’m stronger than I think I am. 

 

New Playground Equipment 

In the near future, new playground equipment will be installed on the rear mulched section of the elementary level playground. The 

equipment is scheduled to ship on November 8, 2019. The equipment and installation purchase is a jointly funded project in 

conjunction with the Seaside Elementary Parent-Teacher Organization (PTO), the Horry County Schools District, and our Physical 

Education Department. On behalf of the school community, I thank them for their generosity. Below, please a picture rendering of 

the new equipment. 

 

 

 

In Closing 

I hope everyone gets an opportunity to read my newsletters as I continue to publish them periodically during the 2019-2020 school 

year. It is my pleasure and honor to act as your principal at Seaside Elementary and I look forward to many successful years of 

working together with you and the entire educational community! Best wishes for continued success! 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Robert J. Homer 
Principal 


